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EDITORIAL

Times they are a-changing

Come writers and crit ics
Who prophesize with your pen
And keep your eyes wide
The chance won’ t  come again
And don’ t  speak too soon
For the wheel’s st ill in spin
And there’s no tellin’  who
That  it ’s namin’ .
For the loser now
Will be later to win
For the t imes they are a-changin’ .

 BOB DYLAN,  1964

The hi st ory of  scient i f i c publ i cat i ons of  Por t uguese 
Pulmonology st art ed in 1969 wit h “ Pneumologia-Revist a 
Port uguesa de Pat ologia Respirat ória”  edit ed and owned 
by the Clinic of  Pulmonary Diseases of  t he Lisbon Medical 
School,  5 years before t he legal izat ion of  t he Portuguese 
Societ y of  Respi rat ory Pat hol ogy.  It  was a quar t er l y 
j ournal ,  bi l ingual  (Port uguese-Engl ish) whose Direct or 
was Prof  Thomé George Vil lar.  In 1978 it  was subst it ut ed 
for “ Medicina Torácica” ,  also quarterly and with the same 
Director.  In those t imes it s Board assumed as obj ect ive, in 
spite of the technical and fi nancial const raints, to do “ work 
t hat  did not  make us st and wel l  behind foreign scient ifi c 
product ion” . 1

In t he 21st  cent ury we can say t hat  we now wr i t e a 
new chapter in the publicat ions related with Pulmonology 
in Port ugal .  Wit h adhesion t o Elsevier,  named t he most  
inf luent ial  edit orial  in t he last  100 years in Biomedicine 
and Life Sciences by the Special  Library Associat ion, we are 
side be side such important  j ournals as the Lancet ,  Cell or 
the Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology! So we think 
that  we have all t he condit ions to become one of  the best  
medical j ournals in Portugal.  To achieve that ,  the visibil it y 
at t ained in t he Elsevier Plat form is import ant  but  is also 
essent ial that  all of us get  used to cite our art icles published 
in the PJP! It  is well known that  Portuguese authors, when 
publish in internat ional j ournals have a low citat ion of their 
work previously published in nat ional j ournals 2 as well  as 
the auto-citat ion level of the PJP is one of the lowest  of the 
Portuguese Medical Journals. 3,4 So we ask all the authors not  

to forget  to cite the quality papers published within the PJP 
along these years. It  is easy to enter the PJP site and search 
for authors or for topics and quickly fi nd the related art icles 
and ci t e t hem!  We would also l ike t o acknowledge t he 
essent ial work of  reviewers that  are somet imes forgot ten 
but  are real l y t he core of  t he Journal !  We agree wi t h 
others that  reviewing should be formally recognized as an 
important  act ivity by academic inst itut ions. We editors, will 
publicly acknowledge their essent ial cont ribut ions!

In this number of the PJP you can watch the changes that  
have been carried out  in the last  number and new features. 
The fi rst  is the cover! We hope you enj oy this “ guest  card”  
of the PJP.

For t he f i rst  t ine we publ ish a special  art icle ent i t led 
2009 Year in Review. 5 The topic pandemic infl uenza A/ H1N1 
is unavoidable!  In this number associated with an original 
art icle on the situat ion of Swine fl u in the Cent re 6 and North 
of  Port ugal ,  7 our Infect ious Disease t hemat ic reviewers 
writ e a bril l iant  Editorial on the status of  t he Infect ion in 
Portugal. 8 Apart  from this papers we publish a review about  
the safety of Non-Invasive Vent ilat ion in a pandemic context  9 
and 2 Italian authors describe a innovat ive use of the VEST® 
associated with the Cough Assist ® as coughing assistance to 
pat ients with Duchenne Muscular Dist rophy and Pandemic 
Infl uenza A/ H1N1. 10 Moreover, for the fi rst  t ime we include 
an expert  opinion about  two original case reports using new 
bronchoscopic techniques. 11-13

Closing our j ournal  we creat e a new space dedicat ed 
t o photography.  We are much honored t o publ ish a photo 
by Dr Paes Cardoso ent i t led “ Alveolar Net s” .  It  is a new 
challenge for us t o give space to t he art ist ical expression 
of  our col leagues (namely phot ography).  We would l ike 
that  al l  members of  PSP felt  t his appeal and send us their 
phot ography in which t he pulmonology t opic may be 
underneath…

To fi nish with, we would like to cast  a quest ion: what  do 
we want  for t he j ournal  in 2011? Do we al l  st i l l  want  t o 
receive t he paper version of  t he j ournal or “ t urn green”  
and prefer t he onl ine edit ion? Next  year we wil l  make an 
elect ronic poll to know your preferences…

In t he meant ime we hope that  you appreciate t his new 
change in t he PJP because as Bob Dylan said in his song, 
“ the t imes they are a-changin” …
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